February 26, 2013

ELIMINATING OLYMPIC
WRESTLING

Mr. BROWN. Madam President, I rise
in support of a great sport with a great
tradition in our Nation, especially in
Ohio. Unfortunately, the sport of wres-
tling may be put on the sidelines at the
Olympic games.

Citing ‘“‘an effort to ensure the Olym-
pic games remain relevant to sports
fans of all generations,” the Inter-
national Olympic Committee—the or-
ganization that controls the Olym-
pics—voted to eliminate wrestling
from the summer games after the 2016
Olympics. They want to end wrestling,
one of the original Olympic games,
while keeping other games that, frank-
ly, lack the central role wrestling has
played in its accessibility to all ath-
letes wherever they live.

Many of these are young people who
lack access. Many of them want and do
compete in wrestling at the high school
level, the intercollegiate level or per-
haps at the Olympic level but lack ac-
cess to fancy equipment or specialized
training. They simply want to compete
at a sport perhaps almost as old as hu-
manity.

Wrestling has opened doors for work-
ing and middle-class youngsters from
Ohio and around the country. That is
why I recently introduced a Senate res-
olution opposing the elimination of
wrestling from the Olympics beginning
in 2020. On behalf of thousands of high
school students and two 2012 Olym-
pians with Ohio connections, I am ask-
ing the Olympics committee to recon-
sider putting a stranglehold on one of
the original Olympic sports.

Wrestling has been a sport far longer
than the International Olympic Com-
mittee has been in existence. In addi-
tion to the ancient Egyptians and
Greeks and Romans, our Nation has a
long history with wrestling. President
Lincoln was a wrestler, and two Ohio-
born Presidents, Ulysses S. Grant and
William Howard Taft, were wrestlers.
One of our former colleagues—beloved
in many ways—my friend Paul
Wellstone of Minnesota was inducted
into the National Wrestling Hall of
Fame in 2000.

At the time of his induction, he said:

Wrestling has always been a big thing for
me. I've had a love affair with the sport for
most of my life. It helped me as a kid. I got
in some trouble, then I found a sport I was
good at, and that transferred to better things
in other areas.

The same is true for some 11,000 high
school wrestlers and students at 4 uni-
versities with 17 NCAA wrestling pro-
grams in my home State. From youth
wrestling camps to high school meets
such as the renowned J.C. Gorman In-
vitational in my hometown of Mans-
field, to the NCAA tournaments, stu-
dents from Ohio learn the strength, the
discipline, and focus that allow
grapplers to exceed both on the mat
and beyond.

Wrestling is accessible for working-
class athletes, unlike some of the
sports protected in the IOC’s decision.
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Wrestling has a proud tradition in my
State, in the United States, and has a
proud tradition around the world. The
IOC should not ratify this preliminary
decision by its executive board. It
should continue its efforts to remain
relevant for all athletes and commu-
nities around the world.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

S. 388—MOTION TO PROCEED

Mr. REID. I now move to proceed to
Calendar No. 18, S. 388.
The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report the motion.
The legislative clerk read as follows:
Motion to proceed to Calendar No. 18, S.
388, a bill to appropriately limit sequestra-
tion, to eliminate tax loopholes, and for
other purposes.
CLOTURE MOTION
Mr. REID. Madam President, I have a
cloture motion which is at the desk.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.
The legislative clerk read as follows:
CLOTURE MOTION
We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, hereby move
to bring to a close debate on the motion to
proceed to Calendar No. 18, S. 388, a bill to
appropriately limit sequestration, to elimi-
nate tax loopholes, and for other purposes.
Harry Reid, Barbara A. Mikulski, Patty
Murray, Sheldon Whitehouse, Mark
Begich, Kirsten E. Gillibrand, Jack
Reed, Sherrod Brown, Patrick J.
Leahy, Robert P. Casey, Jr., Richard J.
Durbin, Jeanne Shaheen, Richard
Blumenthal, Benjamin L. Cardin,
Charles E. Schumer, Barbara Boxer,
Debbie Stabenow.
Mr. REID. I ask that the quorum call
under rule XXII be waived.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to a period of morning business
with Senators permitted to speak for
up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

The

RULES OF PROCEDURE

Mr. LEVIN. Madam President, pursu-
ant to the requirements of paragraph 2
of Rule XXVI of the Standing Rules of
the Senate, I ask unanimous consent to

S849

have printed in the RECORD the rules of
the Committee on Armed Services.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

RULES OF PROCEDURE OF THE
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

1. REGULAR MEETING DAY—The Committee
shall meet at least once a month when Con-
gress is in session. The regular meeting days
of the Committee shall be Tuesday and
Thursday, unless the Chairman, after con-
sultation with the Ranking Minority Mem-
ber, directs otherwise.

2. ADDITIONAL MEETINGS—The Chairman,
after consultation with the Ranking Minor-
ity Member, may call such additional meet-
ings as he deems necessary.

3. SPECIAL MEETINGS—Special meetings of
the Committee may be called by a majority
of the members of the Committee in accord-
ance with paragraph 3 of Rule XXVI of the
Standing Rules of the Senate.

4. OPEN MEETINGS—Each meeting of the
Committee, or any subcommittee thereof,
including meetings to conduct hearings,
shall be open to the public, except that a
meeting or series of meetings by the Com-
mittee or a subcommittee thereof on the
same subject for a period of no more than
fourteen (14) calendar days may be closed to
the public on a motion made and seconded to
g0 into closed session to discuss only wheth-
er the matters enumerated below in clauses
(a) through (f) would require the meeting to
be closed, followed immediately by a record
vote in open session by a majority of the
members of the Committee or subcommittee
when it is determined that the matters to be
discussed or the testimony to be taken at
such meeting or meetings—

(a) will disclose matters necessary to be
kept secret in the interests of national de-
fense or the confidential conduct of the for-
eign relations of the United States;

(b) will relate solely to matters of Com-
mittee staff personnel or internal staff man-
agement or procedure;

(c) will tend to charge an individual with a
crime or misconduct, to disgrace or injure
the professional standing of an individual, or
otherwise to expose an individual to public
contempt or obloquy or will represent a
clearly unwarranted invasion of the privacy
of an individual;

(d) will disclose the identity of any in-
former or law enforcement agent or will dis-
close any information relating to the inves-
tigation or prosecution of a criminal offense
that is required to be kept secret in the in-
terests of effective law enforcement;

(e) will disclose information relating to the
trade secrets or financial or commercial in-
formation pertaining specifically to a given
person if—

(1) an Act of Congress requires the infor-
mation to be kept confidential by Govern-
ment officers and employees; or

(2) the information has been obtained by
the Government on a confidential basis,
other than through an application by such
person for a specific Government financial or
other benefit, and is required to be kept se-
cret in order to prevent undue injury to the
competitive position of such person; or

(f) may divulge matters required to be kept
confidential under other provisions of law or
Government regulations.

5. PRESIDING OFFICER—The Chairman shall
preside at all meetings and hearings of the
Committee except that in his absence the
Ranking Majority Member present at the
meeting or hearing shall preside unless by
majority vote the Committee provides other-
wise.

6. QUORUM—(a) A majority of the members
of the Committee are required to be actually
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